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END COMES TO
MISS LA MARR
Death of Actress Folloivs
Supposed Rally

——— s
Picturesque: Career Closed
After Long Illness

‘Rbmancc of Life Eclipsed

Sercen Productions !

Denth yesterday ended the color-
ful carzer of Barbara La Marr,
motlon-plcture star, whose life
celipsed in  vividness the most
picturesque film in which she ap-

1987)

DEATH OVERTAKES
PICTURE ACTRESS

peared.

11l for months, a mere shadow
of the former beauty who charmed
world-wide audierces and brought
the adoration of many men, the
actress lost her. battle for life at
4 o'clock yesterday afterpoon at
the home of her father at 1234
 Eoston avenue, Altadena. R
! Althongh she was Jknown to
‘have been eritically Il for some
t/me her death yesterday came un-
expectedly and after she had
scemingly shown improvement for
soveral days. After long contine-
ment sho was able to leave her
home Thursday for the first time,
Friday,
relapse, sank Into a coma, and
gradually grew weaker until she
dred.

PARENTS AT BEDPSIDE |
At her bedslde when she  dled
vrere her father Will Wright Wat-
son, and mother, Rose Watson. A
brother, W, W. Watson, Jr., a
vaudeville actor known as Billy
Devore, is on hic way from Fresno
to Altadena. No funeral ar-
rangements had been decided up
to a -late hour last night, the
father satd.

No direct cause of death was an-
nounced, her iflness being described
to a nervous breakdown several
months ago in the IZast, which was
followed by another collapse when
she attempted to resume her tilm
work here. After the second col-
lapse, the actress was spirited awal
and kept In seclusion in Altadenp
even close friends being denled «d-
mittance to her bedside. Frow
time to time statements were forth-
coming from her attorneys or phy.
siclans declaring that her ‘condi
tion was improving and that ghe
would soon resume work, but ru.
mors perslsted that sho  woull
never recover from the illness tha
had stricken her.

COLORFUL DPANCER

The life of Barbara La Marr
wiose redl name was Reatha ‘Wat-
gon, was one that was filled to the
overflowing with hectie action, In-
dicative of the dynamic power and
unusual vitality that characterized
her. Her rise to screen fame in
virtually e few months from the
role of a cabaret entertainer wat
typieal ot her whole history.

Born in Zakima, Wash., July 28,
1896, she attended the schools of
Washington, Portland and Fresno
At 8 years of age she wis a mem-
ber of the Allen Stock Company,
producing plays in Tacoma, Wash,
and later with the Jesse Shirley
Stock Company in Spokane.

She wag 16 when she first Ap
peared in the public eye in Los An
geles, At the age of 17 she ha
been married twice and figured 1
geveral romantic escapades, am
hecarmd known as the 'too beautifu
girl”* Later she adopted the nam
of Barbara La Marr. .

The young girl’s first husban
Lavas Jack Lytell, an Arizona ranch
er, who, she said, pulled her fron
a horse one day and hurried he
over the border into Mexico, wher
he prevalled upon her to marr
him. Lytell died two years latel

OTHER MARRIAGES

Her next marriage, when sh
was 17, was to Lawrence converst
said to have been an officer ¢
Mexican revolutionary forces anc
incidentally, a bigamist, Her mal
ried life with Converse was shol
and she returned home to her fa

ther.

In 1916 she married Phil Aint
! worth, a chorus man, who late
{obtained a divorce from her. Bt
"tore Alnsworth’s decree of divorc
{ became final. however, the gl
| who had by this time discarded tY
!name of Watson, as Barbara L
Afarr marrled the late N. Dernar
(Ben) Deely, an actor at Fort Le
[%. 5. on September 11, 1918.
{ " 'while Deely’s wlife, the actre

{went to Dallas, Tex., and the!
i adopted Marvin Carville, 2 chil

| from an orphanage there. She ha
i since taken care of the boy. and
{is understond that she had pr
! vided for his future at the time
; her death.
| The wreck of her romance wii
! Deely resulted in an unusunl sitt
‘ntion 8and many combplication
. Several suits were started, but
‘was finally @ecided by Jud|
Thomas J. Lynch, who grant
' her an annulment of her ma
ringe to Deely on April 16, 192
that when she married Deely sl
wag really the wife of Ainswort
Slx doys after she was finnl
I treed of matrimoninl  entangl
ments by the California cour
" she, on May 5, 1923, married Jn
{ Daougherty, a motion-picture act
at Ventura, Daugherty s st
her husband, although they t
came estranged after some mont
of married life.

BLACKMAIL PLOT
As & result of her matrimon
{ difficulties with Deely, Miss

however.  she suffered a |

parpara La Marr

Marr became involved In the trial
of Herman L. Roth, attorhey for.
Deely, who was convleted of a
bleckinail plot against the actress.
Roth was found guilty of extor-!
tion and sentenced to San Quen-

tin. Deely dled later.
Rarbara La Marr's start for
stardom In motion pictures was

sald to have been given her by
Douglas Fairbanksa, She was em-
ployed as a scenario writer at the
Fox Studios when observed by the
actor, who wasg instrumental in
later getting her a part, Her rise
was swift. She played the major
roles in many featured. produc-
tions, and at one thme wag given
n $1,000,000 contract to make four

pictures, according to press no-
tices.
Asked last night,” however,

whether his daughter had left a
large fortune, her father said that
she had not. However, it is known
that she was the owner of & home
on Whitley Helghts {n Hollywood
and Is reputed to have other as-
gets. The records show that this
vear, prior to her illness, she pald
$2287 covering 1924 Income taxes,
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