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Nature’s Priceless Contribution to

“TPRA OF DEVELOPMENT
DAWNS FOR HIGHLANDS

Property Owners Unite in"Effort to
Bring About Highest Type of
 Improvements in Area

Hollywood of the future will be not a foothill city, but a
city in the hills; a city of thousands of homes built upon the
highlands, and commanding sweeping vistas of mountains, the
-City and the sea. “The metimorphosis is already taking place;
steam shovels are edting their way through-the Hollywood
hills, roads are being built and homesites are being created
throughout the vast territory lying between -Vermont avenue

and the sea.

The scars made by the roze.
bullders of today will within a few
years be concealed by the. resi-|
dences, with thelr plenting and!
landscaping, of tomorrow, and the.
Hollywood Santa Monica Hills,,
within a few years, will stand forth:
as a unique and beautiful residen-:
tial suburb of Los Angeles. ' |

Property owners and subdivid-
ers of this district, realizing tho.
importance of proper development.
©of the Zoothilly, last week formed'
an eassociation, the purpose of!
which will be to co-ordinate the;
work now being carried on in the"
various subdivisions; to bring!
about uniform road and street sys-
tems,- and o insure bullding im-!
provements of the best ciass, with-
out resorting to ezcessive duilding
Tostrictions. 3

This body, to be known as the
Hollywood Side of the Hiils Asso-
clation., met Thursday evening at.
the Masonic Temple in Hollywood,
and formulated plans for uniform
development. The meeting was at-

teided by represenwutives of the
Hollywood Foothills Associatton,
organized for the purpose of build-
in the Skyline Boulevard along
the crest of the range, and the
full co-operation of this bedy with
the newiy-formed association was
pledged.

At this meeting the Skyline
Boulevard plan was, by unanimous
congent, modied so as to extend
the ecastern entrance of the Sky-
lUre Boulevard from Mariposa ave-
nue to the Vermont avenus Can-
yon, and extending westward from
that point.

Plans were also put under way
for the general adoption by all of
"the_subdividers of foothill proper-
ty of the architectural commitiee.
which, in each tract, will pass
upon the exterior design of all
houses before construction work is
started. Under this plan the ar-

! bltrary minlmum restriction as to

the amount of money to bhe spent
by the individual home buflder will
be abolished, amd only the artistic
mer1ts of the house, as shown by

(Continued on Eleveath Page)
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The Coming Residential Section of the City

The above ;keLch shows .Artist Charles H. Owens's conception of the possibilities of the hills to tke north

and west of the city for residential detvelopment. Thls great areda, now under development., 1s destined
to become 2 unique and beaut:ful section of the city—an urea of homes ranging from the great
suburban estate to the modest cottage. The-inserted detuil drawing shows the distinetive type of
development to which-the foothill area lends itself.
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NEW ERA FOR
FOOTHILL AREA

Great Dez?elopnu‘z'n: Work
Now in Full Swing

Thousands of Recsidence
« Sites Will Be Provided

e

Property Ouwners _Organize
to Promote Work

(Continned from First Page)

the architect’s perspactive, will be
considered.

ELECT OFFICERS

-At this first mesfing vf the as-
soclation F. E Woodley, member
of the Board of Supervisors, and
one of the first subdividers of the
district, was elected president and
F. A. Hartwell was“electzd secre-
tary. A committes on organiza-
tion, consisting of Alvaro Pratt, B.
T. Taft and Mr. Hartwell, was also
appointed, and this committiee will
{ncrease the membership of ths or-
ganization to include those not
present at the first meoting,

The next meeting of the associa~
ton wiil be held on the 26th inst.,
when “every subdlvider and owner
of undevelope& property in the
foothill district between Vermont
avenue and the gea iz expected to
bs present.

The story of theze hills, cattle
Tanges in the early history of the
city, and for years after ths growth
of Los Angeles started, put to prac-
tcally no use, is am interesting as
the history of the city itself. For
many years this rangs of hills has
bheen regarded as a liability, rather
than an assst for Hollywood and
108 Angeles, the Tecognition of the
Zact that the hills afford unusual
opportunities for residential pur-
Doses iy comparatively recent, but
secognition of the fact has now
become 30 generanl that lterally
thopsan

ds of acres of foothfll land
b_ognon Hollywood and the sea &rs

being made avallahle to the home’
bullder. . B

Bearcely more than twenty years
ago Hollywood 1j€el? was only a
potentia] suburl of Los Angeles,
and its future
homes was
was the futurd of the foothill aroe
five years ago. The Holiywood of
today graw out of the vision of a
group 67 men who saw its possi-
bilities and who, {n the early nine-.
teen hundreds, undertook to de-
velop these Dpossibilities. Large
tracts were asquired and subdivid-
ed and fortunes were reaped not
only by the orizinal syndicate, but:
by those who i{nvested in Holly-
wood property. The foothill lands.
were considered, however, too
rough and uninviting for the home-
butlder, and no attempt at devel.:
opment work above tho lower pla-:
teaus was undertaken.

An amusing and flluminating.

story s told of the property which
is now known as Whitley Heights,
one of the best-known residence
tracts in Los Angeles. * Wlien the
syndicate which launched the com-
munity of Hollywood had com-
pleted its work it found, among
other nssets, a rongh and appar-
ently useless hill looming up over
the area which had been subalivia-
~d. The-question of the disposal of
this hill arosze and, after some dis-

sien. it was decided to give it

tright t0 H. J. Whitley. JIir.
IVhitley was pot anxious to assume
responsibility for the hil- but in
order to facilitate liquidation of the
syndicate’s assets, took it over,
With the growth of Hollywood the
hill tncreased in value, and about
three years ago Mr. Whitley sub-
divided it into a residential area
which has since assumed & charace
ter distinctively its own.

One of the great foothill tracts

now being marksted was acquired
by its former ownera about-thirty-
five years ago for $1.25 per acre.
At the present time, the {im-
Drovements which’ are going in,
the value of the property, is com-
puied in terms of thousandr of df!—
lars per acre.

While the development of Holly-
wocd's foothili Jand dates bacic
about thi*teen years, when Wiiliam
ilead acquired 130 acres of land
I¥ing between Commonwealth and
Wastern avenues from Col. Grifith,
donor of Grifith Park to the<city,
the activity now under way is of
more recent origin, having started
ouly about two years ago. Mr.
dead's Qret tract -opened shortly
after ha obtained the property
from Col. Grifith, was Hillhurst
Park, at the head of Vermont ave-

aue.
AMr. Mead, howsver. convinced
that the value of his- holdings

ould appreciate greatly.with the
srowth of the city fn that direc-
tion. did not push the developmen:
of the property until two yeals
agn, when 2 small tract at the
vestern end was opened. Subse-
4quantly he sold seventy-five acree
Just west of Vermont avenue to 2
sTouD of local business men, -who
nrocceded !mmediately with subdi-
“ision of the property. .

MEET POPTLAR NEED

This subdivislon was placed on
the market at the¢ time when in-
terest in foothill pyroperty was bs-
xinning to awaken, an interest that
has steadily gained since 1921,
Other tracts in the Zfoothills had
been opened prior to this—notably
Laughlin Park and Beverly Hilla—~
but these were. for the most part.
dayond the reach of the man of
average means in their initial
stage, and while these properties
were slowly and beautifully devel-
aped. thay did not fiil ,a popular
need, such as the morse recent sud-
divisions have done.

IWithin: the last two years more
thay thirty new tracts in the Hol-
lywood foothills between Vermont
avenue and Shermen have besn
placed on.the market;- milea_.of
new winding roads, conforming to
the coatour of the hilis, have beep
built, pudblic utilitles have been in-
malled, and the majJor pordHon of
the area has been made available
2o the home bullder 0f modest
means.

Aside from the actual subdivi-
slon of the footh!lls oZ Hollywood
and of the Santa Mon!ce range.
there have been a number of prol-
ects of a public and semipublic
nature which have been of consid-
sraple importance in popularicing
the area.

Chief among those Is the pro-
posed Skyline Boulevard, to cax-
ry the name. when completed, of
William Iulholland, who built the
Los Angeles Aqueduct. This project,
lnaugurated by a group of prop-
erty owners at an informal meeting
severz]l months ago, had gained
such impetus, and has carrled for-
ward with such rapiéity that the
preliminary survey has beep com-
pleted by engineer De Witt L. Rea-
burn) 2nd the route of Mulholland
Drive hag been determined.

JThis new boulevard, more than
sighteen miles in length, will fol-
low the crest of the ridge, meaking
avaflable for suburban residences
artd estates thousands of acres
of high land on both the south-
orn and northern slopes of the
renge.

According to Mr. Reaburu’z or-
{ginal survey, the drive was to start
at the head of DMariposa avenue,
north of Los Feliz Roulevard, ex-
tending through Grifith Park to
connect with the hizh road now
leading from the TWestern avenue
erntrance to the park ato the river
entrance, Vermont Avenue Can-
Yon, however, has been selected 28
the new entrance. * Pursuing a
westward course, the new boule-
vard will follow the cvesi cross-
ing Cahuensga Paxs by viaduct, and
sweeping westward at the hichest
part of the range, with magnifi-
cent yistas of the San Fernando
Valley. the city, the sca and the

mountaing,

ENDS AT TOPANGA

According to present plans ths
road will connect with and ter-
minate at the Topanga Canyon
Road, but later it is proposed to
extend the boulevurd toward Cala-
basag and the Ventura county line.
The plan allows for a number of
lateral boulevards, some of which
are already partially buflt, through
the canyons on either side of the
Santa Monica range. The Laurel
Canyon® road is to be rebuilt and
regraded, as will also the Cahuen-
ga Pass Road, for which an ap-
yropriation of $100.000 has been
set aside by the Board of Super-
visors. Other roads will be bulit
through Franklin Canyon, Higgins
Canyon. Coldwater Canyon, Sepul-
‘veda Canyon, Suli{van Canyon and
others ctonnecting directly with
the Kkyline Boulevard, and_ex-
tending into the San Fernando Val-
ley on the north side of the range.
and making the entire territory
easily accessible.

BEAUTY AND UTILITY
.The difflculty of getting water
t0 these higher ranges has been a
factor which has held back their
development. but this problem Is
now being solved by the Los An-
geles Water Department in a man-
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bedrock has besn

ner which Wwill not only serve a
utilitarian purpose, but will beav-
tity the hills a8 well., R

Three artificial lakes are bdeing
created by 'the water department.
two on the southern sglopes, ‘and
one on -the northern slope. The
Weid Canyon dam, locayed direct-

1y above Hollywood, i3 now under

constuction: exravation work te
finfshed, and

within sixty dars the departmrent

(Continued on Twellth Page)
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will be pouring concrete for the!

dam. ;

I

Through this project an artificlal’
lake covering an area of 126 acres!
will be created almost in the heart.
of Hollywood, and the hillsides.
surrounding the lake, and com-,
manding a view of the entire city,|
will be developed by owners of the,
propecty, who appreciate the op-
portunity afforded them. This|
reservoir will impound 2.275,000,-|
000 gallions of water; sufficlent to|
supply all of Hollywood for alll

of the city in the hills has only
started, e -

Realizing the importance of co-
ordinating the development of this
area, 80 Tich In promise, the sub-
dividers of the various tracts, al-
though business rivals, are united
in the opinion that no effort can
be spared in the beautification of
the properties whose, destinles they
control. )

Two wecks ago thirty of these
property owners met on 2 high
knoll overlooking the city on the
one hand and the San Fernando
Valley on the other, and informal-
Iy. organized an association which
will nave for {ts purpose the con-
verslon of these hillsides into the
most beautiful residential suburb
of Los Angeles—a suburb which
will be without peer; and at the
meeting held last Thursday {n Hol-

time at the present high-line =ys-|iywood, to which other property
tem of 700 teet. The higher areas, owners of the foothill district were
can be easily supplied from this'ipyited, this organization was proj-
main system by means of pump-|ccted and the task, which can be

ing systems and storage tankd. i

The Stone Canyon , reservoir,!
above Szwtelle. 13 more than half,
completed; and officials of the de-!
partment express the opinion tkat
the dem will be in use thid fall In’
Stone Cenyon & lake covering an
area of 125 acres will be created.
and o high-line water system of
843 feet will be established to
serve the Bawtello and Westgate
districts.

The northern slopes of the range, .
as well as a portlon of the San
Fermando Valley, will be served by
the Encino reservolr, which 5 so
sltuated that the water can be
eamtly dlverted across the range.
if necessary, to serve the city and,
its western suburba.

THOUSANDS OF HOMESITES |
Those factors—roads, water and’
public utilities—have played an’
important part in the development
inctlvi‘ﬁ- of the past two years. In
ithis perlod more thaa 2000 acres
lof. highly developed territory have
|been made available for residential
| purposes. 1foro than thirty tracts
ihm’e been placed on the market
iand hundreds of homes have been
‘erected. These tracts range in
‘size from two to 640 acres.
improvements of the highest

class have been Installed; In the
majority of the tracts paved streets,
street lighting systems, under-
ground conduits for wires, and all
of the public utilities have been
provided by the subdividers,

The land now avallable—that is,
glready improved—in the Molly-
wood Hills will provide for muore
than 6000 home sites, it is esti-
mated; {t will give accommoda-
tions for more than 20,000 people
And tho development of the district
is yet In its infancy; the buflding
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accomplished through concerted
and harmonious effor:, was clear-.
iy defined.
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