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Historic Kester Ranch Scene
of Merry-making.

Many Guests of the Jeuss In-
vestment Company.

Decalers Participate in Old-
time Burbecue.

Joe HRomera barbecua king of
Southern California for the last quar-
ter of a century, officated yesterday
atternoon at the greatest teast he ever
created when the Janss Investment
Company, genersl selling agents tor
the l.os Angeles Suburban Tiomes
Company played the host to 2256 mem-
bets ol the Lus Angeles Realty Board
at the historic old Kester Ranch ad-
joining the new townsite of Van Nuvs
in the San Fernando Valley.

Beef fresh from steers but o few ]
hours removed irom peéaceful exist-
ence on the fat pasture of the Sheep
Itancho and done to o turn over wood
couls was puassed In heaping pans,
constantly replenished, down lonz|
tables laden with frijoles, enchiladas
and everything clse hot and S anish!
and dear to the palates of a génera-
tion now dcparting The crew man-
ning these table, demolished every-|
thing in sight and washed it down
and anchored it «{th punch that had
a “stich” in every cup.

The whole was a ‘veritable sympo-
sfum of eating, sightseeing and
speaking, with emphusis on the eat-
ing. Mingled with cvery exclamation
of wonderment and satisfaction at
‘the marvelous transformation of the
old valley into a modern home center
was a genulne righ that the times
when such feasts were common affalrs
had departed. Joc's tamales made
more than one man sit up and wonder
if any days could ever ugain be Ifke
the old days.

The guests, minus coats and with

collars loosened to give the invigorat-
ing valley breeze full sway, began ar-
riving in  automobiles &t half past
3. * Fully fifty machines were soon
parked around the ‘old “ranch house,”
which less than two’ years mgo was
the center of a vast untrammeled
barley field.
AL 4, 0 eloekntheBoutiten. Pavific:
 spegial _irain - pulled into the hand-’
someainaty van Nuys-dépot with aviot
| hore -visitors, "Attiched to the same
traip was the sbécial ¢ar of H. V.
Platt, geéneral superintendent of the
Southern Paclfi¢ system, who brought
about twenty-flve guests, most of them
locel heads of the Southern. California
departments and divisions 'of the road.
Among these were H. B, Titcomb, dis-
trict engineer; John G. Stubbs, gen-
eral passenger agent, and F. E. Bat-
turs, ussiatant.- general passenger
agent. oo - -

All were welecomed by Dr, Peoter
Jansg, who, as head of the Janss In-
vestment Company, did the honors for
the occasion Preceded by Moore's
band the whole party was conveved
by auto to the rancho a guarter of a
mile from the depot.

TABLES UNDER TREES.

The scene under the ancient pepper
trees following & general inspection
of the miagnificent valley improve-
ments, was one never to he forgotten. '
Tables and benches had been set up
eserywhere in the yard inclosure of.
the old ranch house, H. J Whitley,
general manager of the Los Angeles
Suburban Houmes Company and the
present owner of the Kester home-
stead, having given the hosts of the
afternoom frec hand 1Liverything was
informal, even the speakers of the
evening talking, or protending to
talk, entirely offhand Coats were
barred and any man who would have
attempted to ‘‘dress” for the occa-
sion would have been dispatched with-
out ceremony. As a study in infor-
mality and comfort the thing was
‘“dorne to a brown.”

The catables werc passed around in
tin plates and the' drinkables, of
which there were several varieties
and shades, were poured with unre-
lenting regularity from teapots into
tin cups holding one pint each. 'The
“Senegambian Quartette,”” a  strictly
Senegamblian organization, played
“coon’ songs on guitar and mandolin
and sang unceasingly through pro-
gramme and encores,

The speakers were called upon by
Dr. Janss,: who, himself, started this
part of the programme off with a
whole-hearted and well-put speech of
welcome.

For the Realty Board, Jameés R, H
Wagner, George N. Black and P’ D
Wilson responded in kind, voicing the
amazement of the members of that
organizatlon at the work that has
heen accomplished in the valley, and
extending hearty congratulations to
those who have been expending time
and, money in this most significant of
recent developments in the  Snuth-
land.

George Hanna, W P Whittsett,
sales manager for the Van Nuws
townsite: M. R. Kmmg. O E. Fansh
and Harry Chandler gpoke briefiy.

Prof. James Lyon. who was one of
the first to buy land and te build a
home in the vulley. delivered himself
of a ringing boost for the section. J.-
W. Gilkyson of the Pacific Telephone :
Company announced in his talk that a |
fully-equipped station at Van Nuys is
one of the early projects of his com-
pany.

WHITLEY GIVES HISTORY

Perhaps the most interesting speech
of the evening was that in which H.
J. Whitley told the guests of the Janss
Company the history of the San Fer-
nando Valley and of the recent devel-
opment of the section under tfe man-
agement at which he is the hend.{
Whitler went bael. mto the romantic
davs of early Califorma when  the !
fdusty  roads of the valley were the
<cene of house-to-house prigrimages
by the triars and wnen the hospitatiey
af the ranchmen was o byword
throughout Spanish  Amertea. He !l
traced the ownership of the ranch of !
47,000 acres through generation urmr!
‘Reneraticn af Spanish and
ounner ot the tHme wivn o po
trom e Lo Angeles Manvne ana |
AilHng Company  to it present ruw-’
seeiore in September, yuna |

Whitloy then taok up the davelan-
ment Work et i been y ;.-n-p-uh- Ty
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in the last year under his manage-
ment as geners! manager of the Los
Angeles Suburban Homes Company.
He told of the engineering difficulties
that arc belng overcome In the con-
struction of the magnificent ele(.tric‘
railway through Cahuenga Pass andw
in the laylng out of tho twenty-six'
miles of asphaltum boulevard that bi-'
sects the valley. All the stupendous
accomplishments to date and all the
signineant projects for the future:-in
the valley were dwelt upon.

The ppeseni owners.of the former
Lankershim and Van Nuys ranches are
H J Whitley, Gen. H. G. Otis, Harry
Chndler, O, F. Brant and Ger M. H.,
Sherman.  These men pald $2,600,000
for the property in September, 1908,
taking possession in November, 1910,
following the auctioning off of all of
the live stock and farming equipment
of the Los Angeles Farming and Mill-
ing Company.

The property was placed upon the
market on Januarv 1 of the present
vear, since which time sales have run
over the $4,000,000 mark and the ex-
penditure in building and general im-
provements has exceeded $500,000. So
successful has been the exploitation of
the valley and so great the demand for
acreage and for suburban home lots
that another great division of ~the
property, the historic *‘Sheep Ranch,”
is soon to he cut into acreage and put
upon the market.
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